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The Dallas World Aquarium Field Guide is a booklet 
provided to visitors. It contains general information, 
maps, and descriptions of featured organisms.

For this project, I aimed to design a portion of the 
booklet with a different look. I used the online PDF 

provided by the DWA, as well as my own paper copy.

The spreads I chose to redesign are shown below.

Original cover spread Original inner spread 1

My project goals:

optimal paper layout

work in original aspects + focus on simplification for legibility

mental connection


Original inner spread 4
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Paper Layout

The paper size was changed to a US Letter size (8.5*11”) bifold, 
which would be more cost-effective to print on. While 
considerably smaller, a US Letter bifold is more appealing to     
carry and keep open while visiting.

The original booklet prints light text on a dark background. To 
tackle print cost and legibility, this design uses a light 
background (#efefef), which could be omitted entirely for paper 
that is off-white or white.

Original Aspects

I kept the orange and blue of the original branding

I enjoyed the bold, sharp language of the heading font, and 
used Josefin Sans for a similar geometric feel. 

I loved the borders and line used on the inner spreads, and 
went with a uniform, thick blue border and line pair. 

I omitted the secondary orange border for sleekness.

Mental Connection

I used color to create stronger associations and streamline 
the map to feel less visually overwhelming.


orange for amenities

blue for aquarium

purple and grays for manmade structures

greens, browns, and blues for nature
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The previous spread inserted a hand-drawn, hand-colored map

I illustrated a simplified, texture-free map in Illustrator 

I added a key and created symbols used on the map

I omitted the suggested pathways (black dotted lines) and animal 
photos to highlight key info and reduce cognitive load.


The aquarium markers are black numbers on the map, and orange 
headers on the side.


I made matching blue markers and headers for a clearer connection.
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Cover version A

Sawfish Photo:


Michael Barera, CC BY-SA 4.0 https://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by-sa/4.0, via Wikimedia Commons
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Cover version B

Black-footed penguin Photo:


Michael Barera, CC BY-SA 4.0 https://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by-sa/4.0, via Wikimedia Commons
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Inner spread 1
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